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SUBJ: HOUPHOUET BOIGNY'S VIEWS ON SENDING U.S. AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE 
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REFS: A. STATE 86938 NOTAL; B. ABIDJAN 3073 

1. AT DEPARTMENT S REQUEST, I TELEPHONED PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET 
BOIGNY AT HIS YAMOUSSOUKRO HOME THIS MORNING TO SEEK HIS UNDERSTAND- 
ING 

FOR OUR BELIEF THAT WE SHOULD RESUME FULLY NORMAL RELATIONS WITH 
THE GON AND ASK OUR AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE TO PROCEED TO NIAMEY. 
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2. 1 TOLD HIM I HAD REPORTED HIS EARLIER VIEWS ON THIS SUBJECT 
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(REF B) AND ASSURED HIM WE SHARED HIS ABHORRENCE OF COUPS D'ETAT 
AS WELL AS DEEPLY REGRETTING DEATH OF MME. DIORI AND WOUNDING OF 
DIORI CHILDREN. NEVERTHELESS, I SAID, IT WAS OUR POLICY, LIKE HIS, 

NOT TO INTERFERE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OTHER COUNTRIES. WE 
ARE SATISFIED THAT THE SITUATION IN NIGER IS NOW CALM AND EVIDENTLY 
STABLE. WHAT IS MORE, WE CONTINUING TO ENGATE IN AN IMPORTANT 
HUMANITARIAN EFFORT IN NIGER, AS IN OTHER SAHELIAN COUNTRIES, AN 
EFFORT WHICH REQUIRES CLOSE SUPERVISION AND FULL COOPERATION BETWEEN 
DONOR AND RECIPIENT GOVERNMENTS. TO ASSURE THIS SUPERVISION, I 
CONCLUDED, WE ARE ANXIOUS TO ASK OUR AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE TO PROCEED 
TO NIAMEY IN THE NEAR FUTURE. I NOTED THAT HE HAD BEEN ON HIS WAY 
AT THE TIME OF THE COUP, AND HAD BEEN RECALLED TO WASHINGTON. 

3. 1 SAID I WAS CALLING, THEREFORE, TO SEEK HIS UNDERSTANDING AND 
SUPPORT OF OUR CONVICTION THAT WE SHOULD RESUME FULLY NORMAL RE- 
LATIONS WITH GON. 

4. THE PRESIDENT AGREED WITH EVERYTHING I HAD SAID AND EXPRESSED 
THE VIEW THAT OUR AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE SHOULD GO TO NIAMEY. IT 
WAS BETTER, HE SAID, TO HAVE FULL RELATIONS WITH THESE NEW, 

INEXPERIENCED MILITARY LEADERS. THEY DO NOT KNOW, HE SAID, HOW TO 
ORGANIZE THEIR AFFAIRS AND THEY NEED HELP TO DO SO. FOOD IS 
AVAILABLE IN NIAMEY, HE ADDED, BUT IT IS NOT GETTING OUT TO THE 
PEOPLE IN NEED ELSEWHERE IN THE COUNTRY. 

5. 1 THANKED THE PRESIDENT FOR HIS UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT, 

WISHED HIM A SUCCESSFUL TRIP TO THE NORTHWEST (HE LEAVES FOR A 
WEEK OR TEN DAYS ON MAY 6) AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE OF SEEING HIM 
AGAIN SOON AFTER HIS RETURN. 

6. COMMENT: I AM SURE PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET BOIGNY VERY MUCH 
APPRECIATED DEPARTMENT'S CONSIDERATION IN SEEKING HIS VIEWS ON 
THIS SENSITIVE MATTER SO CLOSE TO HIS HEART AND POLITICAL CONCERNS. 

HE WAS TOTALLY FORTHCOMING. 

SMITH 
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